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September 20, 2002

For Immediate Release:
BANQUET. FILMS AND LECTURES SET TO COMMEMORATE LATINO HERITAGE CELEBRATION
CHARLESTON - Eastern Illinois University's Latino Heritage Celebration 2002 will include
lectures, a film series and the annual Latino Heritage Banquet, this year featuring one of the nation's
foremost musicologists and interpreters of Mexican and Chicano music.
Jesus "Chuy" Negrete will perform during the Saturday, Oct. 5, event, which begins at 6 p.m. in
the University Union's Grand Ballroom. Tickets, priced at $12 for adults and $6 for children and EIU
students with PantherCard ID, may be purchased Monday, Sept. 23, through Monday, Sept. 30, at the
University Union Ticket Office (west wing, second floor).
Hours are 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday through Friday, and telephone orders ((217) 581-5122) will
be accepted with either Visa or MasterCard.
This banquet will feature a variety of Latino dishes as well as a disc jockey, salsa dancing and the
after-dinner speaker.
Negrete will entertain guests with a multi-faceted presentation, as he will speak, sing, play guitar
and present a slide show to the audience. Isabel Castro, Celebration coordinator, believes Negrete will
give the banquet a boost and add a different dimension to an event that has been primarily for speakers.
'This will spice it up a bit," Castro said.
Negrete also is the founder and director of the Mexican Cultural Institute in Chicago and has
performed at universities worldwide. Through his concerts, he provides his audience a better
understanding and respect for the culture of his people.
Other events scheduled to take place during this year's Latino Heritage Celebration include two
films examining Latino culture. Admission to both is free, and the general public is welcome.
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"Tortilla Soup," a comedy romance starring Hector Elizondo and Raquel Welch, will be shown at 7
p.m. Thursday, Sept 26, in Coleman Hall, room 1255.
"In the Time of Butterflies," starring Salma Hayek, Edward James Olmos and Marc Anthony, will
be shown at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Oct 8, also in Coleman Hall, room 1255.
Latino Heritage Celebration 2002 will continue with lectures given throughout the month, and with
some of Eastern's community members playing important roles in these events.
Luis Clay-Mendez, foreign language department, will present a multimedia presentation on
Bolivia, beginning at 7 p.m. Monday, Sept 23, in the Kansas Room of the University Union.
Jose Duesta of Eastern's history department will then lecture at 3 p.m. Wednesday, Sept 25, on
"Mexico, Peru and Puerto Rico: Young Democracies, Old Countries." This event will take place in the
Charleston/Mattoon Room of the University Union. As with the films, admission is free and open to the
general public.
Details on additional lectures, including ones on Mayan mathematics, Latin American food,
festivities and the history of the culture, will be provided at a later date.
Castro realizes the importance of celebrating the Latino culture and she believes this month-long
celebration is a step in the right direction in educating individuals about this heritage.
"Unless we have an occasion like this, a lot of people won't celebrate Latino Heritage Month and
they won't learn anything about the culture," she explained.
Many people in the Eastern community describe the event as one of their favorite occasions on
campus, and Castro believes the reason for the praise is the casual and entertaining atmosphere that
surrounds the event
"I try to keep it a lot lighter than some of the other banquets we have, and it is so casual and
festive that it is easy to enjoy," she added.
Latino Heritage Celebration 2002 will be announcing additional information regarding events as it
become available.
For information on any Celebration event, please contact Castro at (217) 581-6692 or see the
Celebration's Web site at http://www.eiu.edu/-minoraff/page7.htm.
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